1 Although the events of 1860 form an important lieu de mémoire in the national history of Syria and Lebanon, few monographs examine them in depth. Samir Khalaf, a social scientist, interprets the events as an expression of "uncivil violence. (Id. (1994) ). According to Ussama Makdisi, the sectarian tensions underlying the conflict were unleashed by the coincidence of Ottoman reforms on behalf of nonMuslims, Western colonialist and missionary aspirations, and a local quest for autonomy. They were therefore not the expression of age-old enmities, but a fundamentally modern phenomenon (Id. (2000)). 2 Maʾoz, Tibawi and Masters see the Damascus riots as ultimately motivated by growing social inequality between Christians and Muslims and the reforms on behalf of the former, culminating in the edict of 1856. Maʾoz (1968 ), 29. Tibawi (1969 ), 128. Masters (2001 ), 156-168. 3 Fawaz (1983 Christian organizations, Kaiserswerth among them, made their way to this burgeoning port-city in the aftermath of the events.4 How did an initiative aimed at temporary help turn into a long-term initiative? How did the representation of events in Prussia, the interests of "men on the spot," the ambivalent relations between Kaiserswerth and Catholicism, and missionary rivalries more generally impinge on this decision, and to which effect?
"Means to Reconstruct Their Cabins": The Campaign on Behalf the Syrian Christians in 1860 Prussia
In most European countries, the Syrian massacres dominated the media for weeks. Although Prussia did not form an exception, events were certainly felt to be more remote than in either France or Britain, both nations, and particularly France, having closer relations with the Levant.5 While Prussia had established a Consulate in Beirut since 1842, it confined itself to a politics of strict neutrality in the region.6 Syria, therefore, was still a distant place in 1860 from a Prussian perspective. When first news about the massacres reached the Prussian capital, Freiherr von Schleinitz, the Prussian Secretary of State, was on holidays in Oostende and did not care too much about the matter.7 In the Prussian press,8 the events received a rather belated coverage. Even a major paper like the Neue Preußische Zeitung had no permanent correspondent in the region. Other than in France or Britain, it was not the Syrian events that dominated the headlines of
